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This document has been revised to include additional information as provided by Finland included in red 
colour. 

Background 
Regional actions within the RAP ML are regularly followed up in the frame of PRESSURE meetings. However, 
there is no information on the status of development of voluntary national actions. For that purpose, a 
questionnaire adapted from a questionnaire developed by OSPAR to the HELCOM RAP ML, aimed at filling 
this gap of information was prepared and information prefilled by the Secretariat based on national 
information provided as part of the SOM analyses in September 2019. The workshop was invited to amend 
the information contained in their national template as needed, as well as indicate whether the voluntary 
national actions are to be included as regional actions in the revised RAP ML and send it back to the 
Secretariat by 23 September 2020 (document 4-1 to the Workshop). Additional national input was provided 
by Sweden.  

This document contains all the national information available gathered for an easier consideration by the 
Workshop. This document is to be considered in conjunction with document 4-5 to the Workshop.  

Action requested 
The Workshop is invited to: 

− discuss and agree on the status of implementation of voluntary national actions in the current RAP 
ML for communication to PRESSURE 13-2020. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/WS%20RAP%20ML%205-2020-798/MeetingDocuments/4-1%20Follow%20up%20on%20the%20voluntary%20national%20actions%20in%20the%20RAP%20ML.pdf
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Compilation of available information in relation to implementation of voluntary national actions in the RAP ML 
 

CODE ACTION / 
COUNTRY 

MEASURE TAKEN/OUTPUTS STATUS SHALL THE ACTION BE 
INCLUDED IN THE 
REVISED RAP ML? 

 Voluntary national actions addressing land-based sources of marine litter 
NL1 National and local waste prevention and waste management plans:  

* to include a reference to marine litter  
* to include an element highlighting the impacts of marine litter  
* to consider the cleaning and cleansing provision/infrastructure in municipalities by the coast or rivers and to make the necessary improvements to prevent sources and 
pathways of litter from land entering the aquatic environment. 

 Denmark  The national waste plan will be published 2020 and the waste plans for municipalities are based on the 
previous plan and will be revised accordingly 

On-going  

 Estonia Estonian 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

Municipal actions plans on marine litter (BALEE-MO15) 

Compiling action plans at local municipality level on marine litter and implementing them to decrease the 
amount of marine litter. 2016-2020. Activities: 1. Amendments to the Waste Act to deal with marine litter in 
the Sectoral Development Plan and Municipal Waste Management Plans. 2. Improvement of the National 
Waste Management Plan and Municipal Waste Management Plans 3. Preparation of Guidance Material on 
Possible Local Government Activities 4. Training of Local Government Specialists. Funding opportunities: 
Planning - RE, LG, EIC 

On-going  

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M423-UZ5-08 - Reducing amounts of plastic through municipal regulations 

Review of introduction pathways and reduction of inputs of plastic litter from rivers, near-shore areas and 
beaches by way of redefining or intensifying municipal provisions, taking into account the polluter-pays 
principle. Such provisions include regulatory provisions in combination with awareness raising, e.g. a 
tightening of conditions attached to planning permissions granted for events, conditions attached to leases 
on beaches, requirements for the organisation of and infrastructure for waste management (beach 
management), and fines imposed for infringements. These provisions should also include rules on shore and 
beach clean-ups, e.g. after events. Modes of actions include; amendments to municipal statues (e.g. on the 
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use of beaches, events legislation, public order legislation, the right to use public spaces) and extension of 
existing provisions to other areas (e.g. management of beaches and riverbanks). 

 Lithuania National waste management plan for 2014–2020 is aiming to reduce waste amounts, accounting system, 
waste handling system, to increase society consciousness and qualification of specialists etc.;  National waste 
prevention programme for 2014-2020 period (thereinafter - Prevention programme) is also aiming to reduce 
impact of waste to environment and  human health as above mentioned Management plan. Prevention 
programme includes awareness raising measures in order to reduce the amount lightweight carrier bags as 
these bags are identified as one of the most polluting plastic products in the marine environment. Both legal 
documents are applicable for whole national territory including marine. 

  

 Russia Waste management legislation has been under the reform during last few years including implementation 
on national project “Ecology” (2019-2024) which contains a wide range of changes in waste management on 
federal, regional and local levels (Outcome of PRESSURE 19-2019, para. 3.37). 

  

 Sweden The Swedish EPA (SEPA) has developed The National Waste Plan and Waste Prevention Program 2018–2023 
with the aim to support the implementation of the EU waste legislation. The program provides an overview 
of the targets, instruments and measures introduced in Sweden to prevent waste and to achieve a more 
resource-efficient and non-toxic waste management in accordance with the waste hierarchy. It will serve as 
support in the work of implementing the measures that contribute to achieving the objectives related to 
waste management and waste prevention.  

The plan and the program contain information about the measures that are adopted through Sweden´s 
existing national program of measures (EU MSFD PoM) for Good Environmental Status in the Marine 
Environment by 2020, for example: a) to include a reference to marine litter in the Swedish National Waste 
Plan and Waste Prevention Program, b) to include a reference to marine litter in local waste management 
plans.  

To further support the implementation of EU waste legislation, SEPA has published several guidance 
documents on waste prevention and waste management. 

Impact: To date, no evaluation of The National Waste Plan and Waste Prevention Program 2018–2023 have 
been carried out.  

There will be an evaluation of national measures for waste prevention for reporting to COM where marine 
litter is included. When and how this evaluation will be carried out is not yet decided. 
However, during the evaluation of the existing PoM we have realised that the reference to marine litter 
needs to be strengthened and clarified and that many municipalities need support in order to implement 
sufficient measures. 

Accomplish
ed 

Possibly a regional action to 
share experiences and 
learning for example how to 
introduce BLASTIC as a tool 
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Extra information: The project BLASTIC II, funded by SEPA, has based on methodology from a previous EU 
project, developed a user-friendly, Swedish-language digital platform, which coastal municipalities can use 
to develop an action plan against marine litter. Keep Sweden Tidy has also developed a communication plan 
to disseminate information about the BLASTIC tool to Swedish municipalities in 2020. The tool can be found 
at https://blastic.hsr.se/.  It is open to everyone but requires login information handed out by Keep Sweden 
Tidy. 

NL2 Promote Extended Producer Responsibility Strategies requiring producers, manufacturers, brand owners and first importers to be responsible for the entire life-cycle of 
the product with measures prioritizing the hierarchy of waste management in order to encourage companies to design products with long durability for reuse, recycling 
and materials reduction in weight and toxicity. Focus to be made on items frequently found in the marine environment. 

 Denmark This will follow the implementation of the waste directives. On-going  

 Lithuania National and local waste prevention and waste management plans are under preparation and will set waste 
management plans for 2021-2027. 

On-going  

 Sweden There are currently EPR systems for seven different product groups in Sweden: batteries, cars, tyres, 
electrical and electronic equipment, packaging, newsprint and pharmaceuticals. In addition, there are also 
voluntary schemes similar to EPR for office paper and agricultural plastics. To strengthen compliance to the 
EPR systems, SEPA have produced guidance documents directed to the relevant stakeholders. 
In addition to the current EPR systems, Sweden is in the process of implementing the requirements for new 
EPR schemes in the SUP directive, including fishing gears, and the new Packaging and Packaging Waste 
Directive in national law. SEPA is also developing appropriate guidance documents to support compliance. 
Impact: No national evaluation of the EPR systems have been carried out 

Accomplish
ed 

Possibly a regional action to 
share experiences and 
learning 

NL3 Improvement of stormwater management in order to prevent litter, including microlitter, from heavy weather events and to enter the marine environment. 

 Denmark Storm water discharges has been reduced significantly during the last decade with plans for all cities/WWTP On-going  

 Estonia Estonian 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

Management of stormwater discharges (BALEE-M010) 

Management of direct discharges of stormwater to minimise the load of nutrients, contaminants and litter. 
Includes concrete actions: 1. Public support for the construction of stormwater infrastructure and the 
implementation of ecological solutions. 2. Construction of new infrastructure - collecting pipelines, ditches, 
lintels, storm water filters, oil collectors, drains, cascades, etc. 8. Enhancing supervision. Funding 
opportunities. 

On-going  

 Finland Pilot measurements (flow- based method) from Storm water microplastics carried out. 

A study on microplastic management carried out at the Aalto University (Pietu Pankkonen 3029). 

On-going Yes 
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Impact: Provides information on eh amount and types of MP in stormwaters. Will contribute to the 
development of new methodologies to combat microlitter in stormwaters. 

 Sweden SEPA is responsible for analysing the state of knowledge and challenges concerning storm water 
management. In 2020 the SEPA provide 84 million SEK for measures that reduce pollution and waterborne 
microplastics.  

SEPA distribute grants until 2023 for measures that improve the aquatic environment. Contribution to 
investments to reduce emissions of microplastics and other pollutants via stormwater is part of the mission. 

During 2020, SEPA can also distribute grants to stormwater investigations aiming towards increased 
knowledge about stormwater management and for an improved water environment. Projects that receive 
support must contribute to one or more of the call's objectives of increased knowledge of:  

a) reduced spread of macro and microplastics via stormwater,  
b) reduced spread of other pollutants via stormwater,  
c) modelling of stormwater,  
d) performance of different stormwater facilities.  
Granted projects must be able to benefit municipalities and actors within the stormwater area in Sweden.  

SEPA is also working together with other authorities with a Guide for nature-based solutions that is planned 
to be completed in 2020. 

Impact: Certain measures for improvement of stormwater management are of the nature that effects are 
seen directly, such as granulate filters in stormwater wells at artificial turfs. Other measures can be 
evaluated in the longer term, such as how efficient a material in a plant bed purifies stormwater from traffic. 
We expect more results from different projects on storm water in the end of 2020, which will give a more 
comprehensive picture of the overall impacts. 

Extra information: More information can be found here: http://www.naturvardsverket.se/Stod-i-
miljoarbetet/Bidrag/Utslapp-via-dagvatten-2020/     

and here: http://www.naturvardsverket.se/Stod-i-miljoarbetet/Bidrag/Stod-ti  

On-going No there is already an action 
on the regional level that can 
be updated if relevant 

NL4 Encourage voluntary reporting of companies on their products formulas (i.e. that they do not contain micro particles) towards HELCOM Contracting Parties. Bring in 
certification schemes, such as Blue Angel, EU Ecolabel, Nordic Ecolabel, etc. Promote a no-littering policy in national parks and protected areas, i.e. visitors should carry 
out everything they carry in. 

 Denmark EU and Nordic ecolabelling are used. Littering is prohibited by law, no matter where you are.  On-going  

 Sweden Regarding microparticles, SE has introduced a ban on selling cosmetic products that contain plastic particles 
with a cleaning, scrubbing or polishing effect. The ban covers products that are intended to be rinsed off or 
spit out after being used. For example, soap with a scrubbing effect or toothpaste with a polishing effect. 

On-going No 

http://www.naturvardsverket.se/Stod-i-miljoarbetet/Bidrag/Stod-ti
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The ban applies to plastic particles in solid form that are smaller than 5 millimetres in any dimension and 
that are insoluble in water.  

SEPA and the Keep Sweden Tidy foundation, have developed a guide for how municipalities and other actors 
can work strategically and long-term with the littering issue, as well as methods for measuring the amount of 
litter in different environments. 

The Government has commissioned SEPA, together with Keep Sweden Tidy, to develop an action plan for 
information initiatives for the public during 2018–2020 to reduce littering and increase public awareness of 
its negative effects. 

These activities include national parks and protected areas. All national parks have a management plan 
decided by SEPA, the plan contain cleaning and activities to prevent littering. 

Impact: The projects are still ongoing, and no evaluation have yet been carried out. 

NL5 Establish an overview of the importance of the different sources of primary and secondary microplastics. Evaluate products and processes that include both primary and 
secondary micro plastics, assess if they are covered or not by legislation, and act, if appropriate, to reduce the potential impact on the marine environment and to 
influence the legal framework. This must include the engagement with all appropriate sectors such as manufacturers and retailers. With regard to the use of primary 
microplastics in personal care products formulations the possible impact on the marine environment should be reduced by applying substitutes. For other areas of 
applications appropriate solutions need to be defined. 

 Denmark Overview report: https://mst.dk/service/publikationer/publikationsarkiv/2015/nov/rapport-om-mikroplast/  
Draft order on prohibition of microplastics in rinse-off cosmetic products. The microplastic order contains a 
ban on the import, export and sale of rinse-off cosmetic products that contain microplastics. Cosmetic 
products are defined as cosmetic products that are intended to be removed after use on skin, hair or 
mucous membranes. Microplastics are defined as plastic in a solid state that are less or equal to 5 mm in all 
dimensions and that are insoluble in water, and that do not meet the criteria of being easily biodegradable 
according to OECD Test Guideline 301. Thereby, rinse-off cosmetic products that contain microplastics that 
meet the criteria set out in OECD Test Guideline 301 are exempt from the prohibition. In addition, transit 
goods and private exports and import for own non-commercial uses are exempt from the prohibition. 

On-going  

 Finland Bachelor's Thesis on microplastics and harmful substances in urban runoffs and landfill leachates - Possible 
Emission Sources to Marine Environment (2016). Finland aims to launch a case/pilot study on microplastics 
in storm waters, as a part of a national research project (MIF). To support national PoM, Finland is carrying 
out a national survey on the sources of both macro- and microlitter (plastics). The survey report will be ready 
by the end of 2019. As a part of this study a report of the amount of microplastics included in the Personnal 
Care products on Finnish markets and entering municipal waste waters was done in 2017. There are also EU-
wide assessments made by consulting companies, such as at least EUNOMIA (2018), Amec Foster Wheeler 

Accomplish
ed (research 
carried out 
and partly 
published).  

The sufficiency of the 
information from also other 
sources should be evaluated. 
More information is most 
likely needed, especially on 
the degradation of large 
(macro) plastics to micro. 

https://hsr.se/keep-sweden-tidy-foundation
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Environment & Infrastructure (2017). Regarding legal instruments, Finland is following the development in 
EU, for example the work which is presently being carried out in EU on microplastic emissions. 
 
Impact: Will provide additional information on the transport routes of MP. 

 Germany  German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M418-UZ5-03 - Avoiding the use of primary micro-plastic particles 

As a result of their intended use, primary microplastics enter wastewater streams and from there are 
transferred into surface and marine waters. In the regulatory sense, primary microplastics do not constitute 
waste within the meaning of Article 2(2) No. 9 of the Closed Substance Cycle Waste Management Act 
(KrWG) but are covered by other areas of law. 

The measure concerns primary microplastics in products and applications, e.g. in cosmetics or in air blasting 
technology for scrubbing or deburring. The measure aims at preventing the deposition in the environment of 
primary microplastics by making their use subject to conditions, by examining potential bans on applications 
in an open environment, and by establishing alternative products. To this end, the instruments listed below 
will be employed. 
- Voluntary commitment to avoid the use of microplastics in cosmetics 
- Voluntary commitment to avoiding the use of microplastics in cleaning products (incl. blasting media) 
- Educational instrument: informing consumers of the environmental impacts of plastic particles originating 
in products used by private end consumers to foster the use of environmentally friendly alternatives that are 
free of microplastics. An extensive public awareness campaign reaching ll the way into schools is therefore 
an important communications tool (communication with measure M416 UZ5-01) 

BALDE-M424-UZ5-09 - Reducing emissions and inputs of micro-plastic particles 

Adding to the source-related measures UZ5-02 and UZ5-03, this measure addresses the need to develop and 
use cost-efficient microplastics retention systems to avoid their release into the aquatic environment. 

There are several phases to this measure: 
-Needs assessment, knowledge generation and feasibility studies 
-Assessment of findings and deduction of measures 
-Detailed specification of measures 
When it comes to reducing the entry of plastics into watercourses, the focus is on improving the retention of 
plastics, including secondary microplastics and macroplastics, in combined sewer overflows, e.g. following 
heavy rainfall events. The need for improved microplastics retention in sewage treatment plants as well as 
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the feasibility of, for example, improved systems for the retention of synthetic textile fibres in washing 
machines must also be assessed. 
Furthermore, the entering into the environment of micropellets (plastic granules) and plastic powder 
resulting from improper handling in production, sales, storage, transport and further processing is to be 
minimised. Moreover, there is a need to assess and develop, as required, solutions for other introduction 
pathways for microplastics, e.g. microplastics arising due to tyre abrasion (entering via run-off precipitation 
water) or from paints (via offshore industries). 

 Lithuania National project "Investigations of marine litter that causes marine environment pollution, amount, type, 
sources and other characteristics of litter" (will start in 2019). Project mostly oriented to sources of marine 
litter (wastewater, stormwater, lagoon role) and its significance. Also, methodological recommendations to 
monitoring strategy will be developed in order to evaluate potential marine litter sources and flows into 
marine area. 

  

 Russia In the frame of the project MicroplAstics Research in the BaLtic marine Environment (MARBLE) (funded by 
the Russian Science Foundation) the research team from Laboratory for Marine Physics of the Atlantic 
Branch of P.P. Shirshov Institute of Oceanology of RAS collected samples of microplastic from the waters of 
the Baltic Sea and found that near the water surface and bottom, there are a lot of microfibers. Studies were 
carried out to measure the rate descent of microplastic to the bottom at the Laboratory. It is assumed that 
the results of the project will be used to attract public attention to the problem of microplastic pollution of 
the World Ocean in general and the Baltic Sea in particular. Results of this project were presented at the 
HELCOM SPICE workshop on microliter held on 7-8 November in Helsinki (Finland). Project EI-GEO 
“Environmental impact of geosynthetics in aquatic systems” (http://ei-geo.com/). Geosynthetics are widely 
used in hydraulic engineering in aquatic ecosystems such as in revetment measures for coastal protection or 
in ballast layers for wind energy plants. While providing various economic and technical benefits, the 
application of geosynthetics in hydraulic engineering projects has been questioned recently as these 
materials might degrade during their lifetime and induce a hazardous impact on the aquatic environment in 
a long term especially as the origin of plastic debris or as source/sink for chemicals such as plasticizers and 
stabilizers used in the production of geosynthetics to improve their performance. The proposed project is 
aimed at assessment of the application of geosynthetics in hydraulic engineering. Accelerated artificial 
ageing of geotextiles used in marine applications will be applied in a laboratory scale and the performance 
characteristics will be compared with the virgin material. Whereby, a combination of mechanical, chemical 
and microbiological stress will be simulated. Additionally, the leaching behavior in relation to the ongoing 
ageing process as well as the ecotoxicological impact of leachates in marine environment will be 
investigated. The laboratory tasks will be accompanied by a field case study at the Kaliningrad shore. 

  

 Sweden SEPA have carried out two government assignments about micro plastics:  Partly 
accomplishe

Yes, possibly an action on 
recommendations and 
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2017: Identify key sources of microplastics into the ocean and suggest measures to reduce the discharge 
levels 

2019: Measures to avoid the release of microplastics in the environment.  

Based on the results of the assignments SEPA recommended that the following sources should primarily be 
addressed in Sweden: Roads and tyres, artificial turf pitches, industrial production and management of 
primary plastic, washing of synthetics, boat hull paint, littering. 

The Swedish National Road and Transport Research Institute are working on a government assignment to 
develop the body of knowledge about the release of microplastics from road traffic. 

https://www.vti.se/en/research-areas/microplastics-from-road-traffic/ 

SEPA will be the national coordinator for issues concerning plastic and microplastic. This includes to gather 
and disseminate knowledge on microplastics 

SEPA is carrying out two projects on indicators related to OSPAR:  

• Project to develop indicators for monitoring of microplastics in the marine environment 
• Project to measure and analyse microparticles in sediment. 
The SEPA have developed two guidance documents with the aim to reduce the release of microplastics: 

• The management of artificial turfs 
• Measures to minimize the release of microplastics from manufacturing and handling of plastic. 
SEPA has formed a purchasing group for reduced environmental impact from artificial turf pitches. 

SEPA finances the work to, through public procurement, set requirements for artificial turf so that the 
leakage of microplastics is reduced.   

SEPA distribute government funding to combat the environmental problems with microplastics. SEPA has 
carried out a call of 25 million SEK for funding of research projects to increase the knowledge about the 
origin, distribution and impact of microplastics on the environment. For example, investments to reduce 
emissions of microplastics and other pollutants via stormwater. 
The Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (SwAM) has financed a study on the spread of 
micro plastics from boat brush washers and held a seminar that discusses various measurement methods for 
micro particles. 

d, partly on-
going 

guidelines for sources that 
are not addressed by EU 
legislation 

NL6 Clarify and, if needed, carry out research on the importance of sewage related waste in the upstream waste flows (i.e. sewage treatments applied, efficiency of the 
treatments, existence of untreated sewage, storm water influence, psychology behind people’s behavior related to flushing the toilet, identification of missing elements). 

 Sweden SEPA is soon to publish a report on ""Wastewater treatment in Sweden 2018” that include information of 
techniques to prevent particles to enter the marine environment. 

On-going No there are already 
actions on the regional 

https://www.vti.se/en/research-areas/microplastics-from-road-traffic/
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According to Swedish studies on the spread of microplastics in the environment, WWTPs appear to be a 
relatively minor source of microplastics. As much as 98 % of particles are separated from the WWTP effluent 
using conventional treatment steps involving sedimentation and sludge withdrawal. Questions still remain 
regarding the possible spread of microplastics via the use of sludge as fertilizer on farmland but at least one 
long-term Swedish study has shown that there were no significant measurable differences with regard to 
amount of microplastic found on farm land when sludge had been used as fertilizer compared to control 
fertilization. 

SEPA is to identify important sources of microplastic emissions to the sea, reduce the occurrence and release 
of microplastics from these sources and where appropriate to propose regulatory changes to reduce these 
emissions. The work includes: 

• A review of BATs: Swedish sources and pathways for microplastics to the marine environment 
• A review of existing data. 
An important issue remains concerning stormwater discharges, as this can result in large quantities of 
microplastics being released from the sewage system (see NL3). " 

level that can be updated 
if relevant 

NL7 Support local pilot projects phasing out, replacing, and reducing single-use plastic bags. Strive for voluntary agreements with retailers and supermarkets to set an 
objective of reduction of plastic bags consumption.  

 Latvia Latvian 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

- Measures for reducing use of plastic carrier bags (BALLV-M010) 

Measures for reducing use of plastic carrier bags (concrete measures/instruments are not yet specified). 
Implementation period: 2018-2020. 

  

 Sweden SE has recently introduced a tax on plastic bags. From 1 May 2020, those who manufacture, import or 
receive plastic carrier bags from another country must pay tax on these. The tax is 3 SEK for plastic bags 
thicker than 15 micrometre and 0,3 SEK for plastic bags < 15 micrometre thick and with a volume <7 litres.  

SEPA has also developed two guidance documents on plastic bags with the aim to support compliance to the 
rules on plastic bags in the EU packaging directive 94/62/EC. The guidance documents are directed to 
manufacturers and importers of plastic bags and provide guidance on how to fulfil the requirements for 
reporting of plastic bags and the requirements for information to customers.  

As a complement to the guidance, SEPA has compiled a collection of arguments to support for example the 
retailers in their meeting with customers. 
Impact: Since the first reporting in 2017, the number of plastic bags has decreased by nine per person. This 
means that the rate of reduction needs to increase if we are to reach the target by 2025. The current 

On-going Possibly a regional action 
to share experiences and 
learning 

https://www.svensktvatten.se/contentassets/7be8e202754e4011a400bcff4ed89b1c/mikSVu-rap-8-13.pdf
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statistics does not include any impact from the tax on plastic bags, such numbers will be available after 
March 31st, 2021, which is the date for the annual reporting. 

NL8 Establish deposit refund systems for bottles, containers and cans (glass, plastics and aluminium), including the establishment of such systems on passenger ships and 
related harbors. Encourage refill systems and recycling, e.g. bulk and refill/reusable container for dry food and cleaning products, when applicable.  

 Denmark A deposit scheme for drinking bottles has existed for several decades. A recovery of more than 90% is 
achieved. 

Accomplish
ed 

 

 Estonia Estonia conducted a survey to CPs (2016). Outcome: currently functioning deposit refund systems for 
bottles, containers and cans (e.g. glass, plastics and aluminium) are in place in DE, DK, SE, FI, EE and LT. In PL, 
LV and RU the system is not in place at the moment. There is no action regarding bilateral and multilateral 
solutions between the countries for establishment of such systems in relation to passenger ships. 

  

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (EXISTING measures) 
BALDE-M930-other - Waste management (refund systems and recovery quota for packaging, ban on 
landfilling of plastics, waste avoidance) 
Considering the priority of avoidance and reuse in the design of products, in collecting and disposal  

German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M419-UZ5-04 - Reducing inputs of plastic litter, e.g. plastic packaging, into the marine environment 

Modes of action: 

- Legislative: For example, exploring options for national measures to strengthen deposit-refund systems 
under the recyclables law; advancement of recovery requirements at European level. Germany supports the 
efforts and initiatives of the EU Commission on advancing closed substance cycle waste management, on 
reducing marine litter, on adapting Directive 2000/59/EC on port reception facilities for ship-generated 
waste and cargo residues, and on development and extensive establishment in European ports of an 
ambitious "no -special-fee" system for plastic waste. 
- Economic: For example, strengthening ecological incentives and steering effects of licence fees on 
packaging (as already implemented as part of Germany’s “dual system”) under the recyclables law; voluntary 
agreements on charging for plastic bags in particular; initiating a voluntary fund, e.g. with funds provided by 
the entities responsible for the products, to support collection campaigns along rivers and at sea. 

  

 Latvia Latvian 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

Voluntary deposit system for used packaging (BALLV-M009) 

Establishing deposit system for returning used packaging in coastal (incl. beach) catering and retail places, 
based on voluntary principle. Implementation deadline: 2020. 

On-going  

 Lithuania Mandatory deposit-refund system for one-way beverage containers (glass, metal or plastic) is applied in 
Lithuania since 1 February 2016. According to the Law on the Packaging and Packaging Waste Management 

Accomplish
ed 
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a mandatory deposit-refund system for one-way packaging (of a capacity greater than one-tenth of a litter, 
but less than three litters, made of glass, metal or plastic) of specified beverages is applied.                
Collected beverage containers (glass, metal, plastic or cardboard) are reused or recycled in accordance with 
the targets set in the national legislation. The fulfilment of the recovery and recycling targets are under the 
responsibility of the producers and importers. 

The use of deposit-return schemes is implemented in 25 September 2001 No IX-517 Republic of Lithuania 
Law on Packaging and packaging waste https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/TAIS.150891/asr  

 Russia Establishment of deposit refund systems for bottles, containers and cans (e.g. glass, plastics and aluminium) 
in accordance with national law is ongoing.  

  

 Sweden Sweden has deposit refund systems for PET bottles and metal cans. 

In 2018-2019 Swedish EPA has financed four innovation projects with the aim to increase the reuse of take-
away items through deposit systems. 

1) Deposit system for take-away items at major events, carried out by the city of Gothenburg.  

2) A system for deposit of take-away items via an app, carried out by Research Institutes of Sweden (RISE).  

3) A deposit system for take-away items, carried out by IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute.  
4) A project with the aim to analyse current deposit systems and develop proposals on how to expand or 
improve current systems, or develop new ones, the project was carried out by CMA research. 
Impact: There are annual statistics on deposit of cans and bottles included in the deposit system. In 2019, 
86% of all metal cans went to deposit and 84% of all PET bottles. 

  

NL9 Establish ashtrays in public areas such as beaches and outside restaurants, bars, public buildings (inland and along the coasts, ferries).  

 Denmark It is the responsibility of municipalities to put up ashtrays etc.  On-going  

 Sweden  Not 
initiated 

 

NL10 Map (and highlight) landfills or dumpsites, including historic ones which may eventually pose a risk to the marine environment due to factors such as coastal erosion, 
vicinity to rivers, and take appropriate action.   

 Sweden In order to identify contaminated areas, County Administrative Boards in Sweden have carried out an 
inventory of sites which previously had or currently have operations that may cause contamination of soil, 
sediment or groundwater. It is usually necessary to assess the contamination and the need for remediation 
of these areas. 

The County Administrative Boards have, with the support of the Swedish EPA, created a database to manage 
area-specific soil contamination data. This database contains data on areas which may be contaminated, 
declared contaminated, remediated and declared clean.  

On-going No, already a regional 
action, however sharing 
experiences and learning 
on how to carry about an 
inventory of sites could be 
beneficial. 
 

https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/TAIS.150891/asr
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To support the County Administrative Boards and Municipalities, SEPA has developed guidance documents 
for risk classification and enforcement of closed dumpsites and landfills and The Swedish Geotechnical 
Institute has published a report with guidance on risk assessment of polluted areas. 

Impact: thanks to the database, Sweden has good knowledge of polluted areas, including geographical 
location.  

There are about 85000 potentially contaminated sites in Sweden, 26000 of these are classified according to 
potential risk. About 1100 sites are classified in category 1, "Very high risk to health and the environment 
and 7 700 are classified in category 2 "High risk".  

We have not yet analysed how many that are in, or in the vicinity of, water and where there is a risk of 
erosion and landslides. 

However, during 2016 SwAM reported to HELCOM, in relation to a questionnaire on landfills and dumpsites 
which may pose a risk to the marine environment due to factors such as coastal erosion and vicinity to 
rivers, that only one landfill was considered to pose a risk. 

NL11 Establish an exchange platform for spreading experiences on good cleaning practices in beaches, including cleaning beaches actions by local communities, riverbanks, 
pelagic and surface sea areas, ports, marinas and inland waterways, in cooperation with relevant fora. Develop best practice on environmental friendly technologies and 
methods for cleaning. 

 Sweden Sweden support organisations such as Clean Coast/West Coast Foundation and Keep Sweden Tidy (HSR) to 
spread information and to undertake beach cleaning actions.  

The Swedish government has provided 17 million SEK annually for beach cleaning actions in 2018-2020. 
Projects that are financed through this fund include guidance on how to clean beaches.  

For other projects concerning removal of ghost nets on the seafloor or on wrecks and financed by the 
Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management there are also guidance on how it should be done in 
regard to the environment. But we see that this guidance needs to be clarified and strengthened in relation 
to Sweden’s diverse coastline. 

In 2019 SEPA financed the project Winter cleaning on the west coast, carried out by the West Coast 
Foundation. The aim of the project was to develop knowledge to support cleaning of plastic that has leaked 
to the environment and carry out winter cleaning of beaches. 

On-going No 

 Voluntary national actions addressing sea-based sources on marine litter 
NS1 Ensure the full implementation of HELCOM Convention Article 8 (Annex IV), especially Regulation 6; in line with related international agreements such as MARPOL V and 

related EU legislation (59/2000/EG) with regard to discharge of wastes to port reception facilities, and Article 9 on adequate reception facilities for pleasure crafts. 

 Denmark All types of ships can deliver their waste at harbours - in general paid by the harbour fee Accomplish
ed 
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 Estonia  Ongoing  

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW EXISTING measures) 

BALDE-M933-other - Provisions on ship-generated waste: Port State Control, Special Areas pursuant to 
MARPOL Annex V 

For the marine waters in the Baltic Sea under German jurisdiction more stringent rules apply to the disposal 
and discharge of garbage from ships in the MARPOL Special Area (Annex V). The disposal and discharge of 
garbage, including plastics, is prohibited. 

German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M420-UZ5-05 - Measures relating to lost and abandoned fishing nets and gear 
A reduction in fisheries waste may be achieved by a range of activities aimed at preventing, avoiding and 
managing lost fishing nets and other fishing gear:  
2) Development of systems and processes to avoid the loss at sea of nets and other fishing gear as well as of 
waste generated in the process of using and repairing nets and other fishing gear 

  

 Poland Polish PoM for EU MSFD 
Supervising the proper functioning of the port reception facilities for waste and cargo residues (BALPL-
M044) 
KTM29_1 Supervising the proper functioning of the port reception facilities for waste and cargo residues. 
Planned but not yet agreed measure. The planned benefits from the implementation of the measure consist 
in reducing the amount of waste generated by ships deposited in sea areas and improving the quality of 
marine waters. 
Development of port reception facilities for waste and cargo residues (BALPL-M046) 

KTM29_3 Development of port reception facilities for waste and cargo residues. Planned but not yet agreed 
measure. Construction, modernization of appropriate infrastructure for collecting waste and cargo residues 
from ships. The planned benefits from the implementation of the measure consist in reducing the amount of 
waste generated by ships deposited in sea areas, improving the quality of sea waters by creating optimal 
conditions for the transfer and management of all types of waste generated on ships.  

  

 Sweden No specific action has been taken on the national level with regard to the RAPML. However, this is an 
ongoing work within the responsibility of the Swedish Transport Agency. SE has a 100 % NSF-system, which 
also includes marine litter caught during normal fishing operations. This action will also be affected by the 
implementation of the new EU PRF directive. 

On-going No 

NS2 Improve and follow-up enforcement of MARPOL Annex V. 

 Denmark  Accomplish
ed 
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 Sweden No specific action has been taken on the national level with regard to the RAPML. However, this is an 
ongoing work within the responsibility of the Swedish Transport Agency. We foresee that this action will be 
affected by the implementation of the new EU PRF directive. 

On-going No 

NS3 Ensure and gather information on the implementation in ports of HELCOM Recommendation 28E/10: Application of the no-special-fee system to ship-generated wastes 
and marine litter caught in fishing nets in the Baltic Sea area. 

 Denmark In most cases it is possible to hand in marine litter caught in fishing nets under the No-special-fee system. Accomplish
ed 

 

 Estonia Estonian 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

Action plan for marine litter management in harbours 

Developing an action plan for managing marine litter in harbours, including the litter related to fishing 

  

 Lithuania Lithuanian 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 
"No-special-fee" system for Klaipeda port (BALLT-M031-T8PR1) 
Supplement the no-special-fee system of the State Klaipėda Seaport Waste Management Plan. Measure is 
proposed for implementation. According to the Minister of Transport and Communications of the Republic 
of Lithuania and Minister of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania July 9 by Order no. 3-414 / 346 "On 
the Approval of Regulations for Handling Ship-generated Waste and Ship's Remains of Ships", supplement 
the system of "no special charge" of the Klaipėda Seaport Waste Management Plan, including: waste of 
paints, chemicals, batteries, fluorescent lamps; waste caught using fishing nets in the Baltic Sea.  

On-going  

 Poland Polish PoM for Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

Introduction of 'no special fee' system in ports (BALPL-M045) 

KTM29_2 The introduction of the principle of 'no special fee' for collecting waste from ships in ports. 
Planned but not yet agreed measure. Introduction of a harmonized, transparent fee system, where the costs 
of collection, transport and disposal of waste generated on ships as a result of their normal operation as well 
as marine waste caught in fishing nets are included in the port charge (tonnage) or charged separately 
regardless of whether the ship is using from port reception equipment or not. The planned benefits from the 
implementation of the measure consist in the prevention of pollution of the marine environment resulting 
from undesirable discharges of waste into the sea from ships by inclining ship operators to transfer all waste 
in ports and even distribution of waste loads between ports (states) located on the Baltic Sea.  

  

 Sweden SwAM co-financed the project Marelitt Baltic which compiled information on the readiness, capability and 
capacity of 

On-going Possibly 
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Baltic Sea fishing harbours to receive, separately collect and sort the derelict fishing gear (DFG) collected 
from the sea as well as end-of-life fishing gear. 
We foresee that this action will be affected by the implementation of the new EU PRF directive. 

NS4 Promotion of garbage collection for pleasure crafts by marinas (i.a. Blue Flag Marinas requirements related to the availability of pump-out stations and sustainable waste 
management).  

 Denmark Up to the individual harbours, ships can in general deliver their garbage - paid by the harbour fee. Accomplish
ed 

 

 Sweden During 2019-2021 SwAM is funding a project with the aim to design an eco-labelling system for marinas, the 
project also includes the possibility to cooperate with the Blue Flag. 
Impact: too early to evaluate. 

On-going  

NS5 Improve enforcement of EU Regulation 404/2011 on gear marking.  

 Denmark Part of conducts of fisheries control. On-going  

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M420-UZ5-05 - Measures relating to lost and abandoned fishing nets and gear 

4) Creation and application of technical options for marking nets (for retrieval) 

German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

  

 Sweden SwAM is working with this action on a regular basis On-going  

NS6 Improve enforcement of EU Regulation 1224/2009 on reporting lost gear.  

 Denmark More systematic gathering of reportings by fishermen. Accomplish
ed 

 

 Sweden During 2016, SwAM informed through our fishing news, which the fishermen can subscribe to, about their 
obligation to report lost fishing gear. At the same time, SwAM informed, through our website, about the 
possibility for recreational fishermen and the public to report lost or found fishing gear.   
Impact: few commercial fishermen are reporting losses of fishing gear. It is not known if this depends on no 
losses or if they do not see the value of reporting their losses. 

On-going  

NS7 Enhance resource efficiency by facilitating markets and applications for plastic waste from the fishing, aquaculture and shipping industry (e.g. by bringing together 
producers of waste and recycling companies) by looking at specific items and differences in materials, including giving value to waste streams by financial incentives.   

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M420-UZ5-05 - Measures relating to lost and abandoned fishing nets and gear 
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A reduction in fisheries waste may be achieved by a range of activities aimed at preventing, avoiding and 
managing lost fishing nets and other fishing gear:  
3) Development of alternative nets/materials or modifications to gear resulting in a reduction of marine 
pollution with plastics and lowering the risk of long-term “ghost fishing” by lost nets 

5) Creation of incentives (a deposit for example) for the collection and handing in of end-of-life nets and 
other fishing gear by fishers (both their own and those they caught/recovered at sea) 

 Poland Regulation for activities to limit introduction of paraffin and derivatives to marine waters (BALPL-M047)  

KTM 31_11 Restricting introduction of paraffins and derivatives to the marine water. Planned but not yet agreed 
measure. The scope of action will be international regulations for activities aimed at limiting the introduction of paraffin 
and derivatives to marine waters. The planned benefits from the implementation of the measure consist in limiting or 
eliminating the cases of sea and sea pollution by paraffins and their derivatives.  

  

 Sweden In connection to the Marine recycling centre in Sotenäs municipality, a testbed for marine waste is under 
development. The marine waste mostly comes from the fishing industry. Also the project Reduce the 
amount of plastic in the sea by collecting and recycling fishing gear was conducted by Fiskareföreningen 
Norden and Sotenäs municipality 
During 2018-2020 SwAM funded the project Båtretur which is a national network for environmentally 
correct disposal and recycling of pleasure boats with the aim to find innovative new solutions in the process 
of disposal and recycling of pleasure boats.  Behind the network is SweBoat, which is the boat industry's 
organization for boat manufacturers, shipyards, importers, manufacturers, accessory suppliers and more, in 
collaboration with Stena Recycling and Båtskroten Sverige AB. The Boat return is a collaboration platform 
with no profit motive. 

Impact: Action on testbed on-going therefore no impact assessment available.  

In the project totally 37.5 tonnes of discarded fishing gear were collected and sorted. Of the sorted material, 
15% went to recycling, 66% to material recycling and 19% to energy recovery. 

Extra information: For more information contact: Erik Goksøyr, Erik.Goksoyr@sotenas.se  

project leader, Marine recycling centre Sotenäs 

Question about the project Båtretur (Boat return) can be addressed to: INFO@SWEBOAT.SE and information 
(in Swedish) at http://xn--btretur-exa.se/ 

Partly On-
going, partly 
Accomplish
ed 

 

 

NS8 Based on the risk assessment and identification of accumulation areas initiate removal of ghost nets and their safe management on land. 

 Denmark Project on occurrence and effective removal methods initiated. On-going  
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 Finland An EMFF funded project ‘Derelict fishing gears in the Finnish waters (KAPYYSI)’ (Nov 2018 - March 2020) 
aims at shedding light on the ALDFG problem in the Northern Baltic Sea. The project is conducted by the 
Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) and the Finnish Fishermen’s Association (SAKL). 

Accomplish
ed 

Yes. The management on 
land has not been carried out 
and need further actions.   

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M420-UZ5-05 - Measures relating to lost and abandoned fishing nets and gear 
A reduction in fisheries waste may be achieved by a range of activities aimed at preventing, avoiding and 
managing lost fishing nets and other fishing gear: 
6) Assessment of the frequency of and reasons for lost nets (R&D project for scoping purposes and as a basis 
for the development of additional measures aimed at reducing net loss) 

  

 Sweden When SwAM is recovering oil from shipwrecks we also look into the possibility to remove ALDFG if there are 
any on the wreck.   

During 2020 SwAM is financing removal of ALDFG by dragging with 3.6 million SEK. Due to experiences from 
earlier dragging operations the focus is in the following three areas: Southern parts of the Baltic Sea, The 
Sound and the Swedish West Coast. During the latest national removal of ALDFG it has become clear that 
there are several national issues that need to be considered during the removal operations. Therefore, 
SwAM is looking into the possibility to develop national guidelines for example for: removal operations 
within so called Natura 2000 areas, what kind of removal method is best suited in regard to the area that is 
to be cleaned and how to best report removal operations. 

Impact: Approximately 12 tons of purse seine was removed from the wreck Thetis during 2018 and during 
2019 the wreck Lindesnäs was cleaned from a 46 metre long fishing net. 

Extra information: For more information on removal of ghost nets in regard to shipwrecks and hazard 
contact: Fredrik.lindgren@havochvatten.se 

For more information on ALDFG removal projects funded by SwAM contact: 
lisa.bredahlnerdal@havochvatten.se 

On-going There are already actions 
on the regional level that 
can be updated if relevant 

NS9 Promote removal of lost fishing gear. 

 Denmark Project on occurrence and effective removal methods initiated On-going  

 Estonia Application of electronic reporting system for fishing efforts (gears) to better control fishing and avoid 
abandoning of fishing gear. Activities: 1. Development and testing of a system for electronic submission of 
catch data. 2. Developing and implementing a new regulation of need. 3. Informing and coordinating 
stakeholders. 4. Managing the electronic system. 5. Supervision. Funding: EMKF 2014-2020 

On-going  

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M420-UZ5-05 - Measures relating to lost and abandoned fishing nets and gear 
  

mailto:Fredrik.lindgren@havochvatten.se
mailto:lisa.bredahlnerdal@havochvatten.se
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A reduction in fisheries waste may be achieved by a range of activities aimed at preventing, avoiding and 
managing lost fishing nets and other fishing gear:  

7) Recovery of lost nets and other fishing gear (taking into account those types of nets presenting a 
particularly high risk of “ghost fishing” and weighing up ecological and economic costs and benefits of 
colonisation by benthic organisms). 

 Sweden SwAM has funded several projects in order to promote the removal of lost fishing gear (see also action NS8).  
Municipalities can also apply for contributions to dragging for ghost nets with safe management on land 
through LOVA regulation (since 2018). 

The existing Swedish EU MSFD PoM includes a measure (ÅPH 19) to promote effective and sustainable 
methods for collection of lost fishing gear and prevent new losses into the marine environment. 

Impact: Few municipalities have so far granted support for removal of ghost nets through the LOVA 
regulation (less than 3% of the total funding). 

Extra information: For more information on the LOVA regulation as well as the specific national PoM on ML 
contact: charlotta.stadig@havochvatten.se 

On-going There are already actions 
on the regional level that 
can be updated if relevant 

NS10 Encourage fishing vessels to be involved in passive Fishing for Litter schemes, where they are available. 

 Denmark There is no national Fishing for litter initiative in Denmark but in most cases it is possible to hand in marine 
litter caught in fishing nets under the No-special-fee system. 

On-going  

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M421-UZ5-06 - Establishing the "Fishing-for-litter" approach 
“Fishing for Litter” initiatives – the aim of which is to remove litter from the marine environment and, in 
particular, to generate awareness in the fisheries sector and the general public as well as to obtain data on 
the marine litter problem where possible – should be supported and expanded as much as possible. 
One aim of the “Fishing for Litter” initiative is to remove litter from the North and Baltic Seas. The litter 
trawled up as “by-catch” as part of fishing activities should be brought ashore, assessed for its composition 
where possible, and safely and properly disposed of on land. To this end, fishers are supplied with “big bags” 
for on-board collection. Participating fishers can then dispose of the litter onshore, safely and free of charge, 
e.g. in specially marked and lockable containers. This litter is then to be recorded in terms of quantities and 
composition so as to obtain information on the sources of litter. It is intended that fishers participating in the 
initiative can dispose of this “bycatch” litter in all participating harbours, not only in their home port. To this 
end, adequate on-board and onshore infrastructure must be at hand. In addition, as part of this measure, 
the recycling/recovery potential of the marine litter collected is to be determined. 
Moreover, through its public relations/awareness-raising components, the “Fishing for Litter” initiative will 
contribute to educational and information measures. This is to be achieved using, for example, information 

  

mailto:charlotta.stadig@havochvatten.se
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panels placed beside the containers, “Fishing for Litter” flags on participating vessels, information booklets, 
customised printing on “big bags” etc. 

 Poland Polish PoM for Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
Implementing "Fishing for litter" activities (BALPL-M048) 

KTM29_4 Fishing for litter - cleaning of the sea. Planned but not yet agreed measure. Providing fishing 
vessels with containers for collecting waste taken from the sea during fishing trips with the possibility of free 
return of collected waste at port reception points. Operation combined with an educational campaign. Costs 
in total PLN 372,000 by 2020. Waste management will be financed from funds derived from fees for waste 
management, calculated in accordance with the "no special fee" principle for port fees. As a benefit, a 
reduction in the amount of waste littering in the Baltic Sea was accepted. According to the adopted 
assumptions, this quantity will decrease by approx. 300 Mg / year. 

  

 Sweden Not relevant since SE do not have FFL schemes, instead SE has the 100% No Special Fee System, which also 
includes marine litter caught during normal fishing operations. 

Not 
initiated 

 

 Voluntary national actions addressing education and outreach on marine litter 
NE1 Promote and undertake education activities on marine litter in synergy with existing initiatives in the field of sustainable development and in partnership with civil society 

(including activities related to prevention and promotion of sustainable consumption and production).  

 Denmark Several Danish organisations have developed educational material on marine plastic litter. 
https://nordeniskolen.org/da/klima-natur/plastik-i-havet/  
https://www.dr.dk/skole/plastik-og-forurening  
https://plasticchange.dk/knowledge-view/undervisningsmateriale-om-plastik-til-folkeskolen/ 

Accomplish
ed 

 

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M416-UZ5-01 - Include the topic "marine litter" in learning goals, teaching plans and materials 

Schools (primary/secondary schools, vocational schools, technical colleges, and others), educational 
institutions and non-school establishments are to foster an awareness of the impacts and long-term 
consequences of marine litter. In the area of non-school (vocational) education, the primary target should be 
those sectors that are linked with the seas as their work environment. To this end the topic of “marine litter” 
is to be included into learning goals, teaching plans and teaching materials. The manner in which the topic is 
addressed should also consider private vocational schools and companies training apprentices and thus go 
beyond formal educational institutions. The aim of creating heightened societal awareness, and especially 
heightened awareness among core target groups (children, youths, and potential polluters), of marine litter 
and the problems it creates in the marine environment, is to change attitudes towards litter and enable 
people to act in a more environmentally responsible manner and also to educate their peers. This could 
significantly reduce the input of litter into the marine environment. Educational institutions thus become 
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multipliers for the achievement of MSFD objectives. As part of the development of the relevant learning 
modules, existing educational materials are to be compiled and best practice examples to be used. 

German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M420-UZ5-05 - Measures relating to lost and abandoned fishing nets and gear 
A reduction in fisheries waste may be achieved by a range of activities aimed at preventing, avoiding and 
managing lost fishing nets and other fishing gear:  
1) Educational work in relevant circles, e.g. fishers and fisheries associations, producer cooperatives and 
fishery cooperatives in order to create an awareness of the issue. 

 Sweden In its role as a national coordinator for plastic issues, the Swedish EPA has the responsibility to gather and 
spread knowledge between relevant actors working towards a sustainable plastic use. 

The Swedish EPA is financing an e-learning course led by UNITAR. The students shall learn about waste 
management within a circular economy and how a properly structured waste management system can 
contribute to the reduction of poverty and further support national development. 

Impact: The actions are still in progress and it is too early to evaluate any effects 

On-going No 

NE2 Identify and promote curricula for marine related education, including both professional seafarers and the recreational sector (e.g. diving and sailing schools), which 
develop awareness, understanding, and respect for the marine environment and secure commitment to responsible behavior at personal, local, national and global level. 

 Denmark For the maritime education programs under the Ministry of Education and Research, all education 
regulations include requirements for the institutions that their students must obtain knowledge about and 
insight into environmental conditions, including prevention of pollution of the environment and the marine 
environment. It must also be ensured that the graduates have knowledge of the relevant national and 
international rules and conventions. 

Accomplish
ed 

 

 Sweden In 2019 SEPA financed a project carried out by Gotland County Administrative Board with the objective to 
reduce plastic littering in the environment. The project included activities to support sustainable 
procurement and development of plastic strategies in the local tourism industry and activities to raise 
awareness among tourists. 

During 2020 Keep Sweden Tidy carries out, on behalf of SwAM, an awareness raising campaign towards 
recreational fishermen with the aim to make them aware of the impact of ALDFG and how to prevent the 
loss of fishing gear. 

Impact: The companies that participated in the project increased their knowledge about the plastic issue and 
began to develop company strategies to reduce plastic use. Information material on how to reduce plastic 
use directed to retail, hotels, restaurants and cafés were developed. Measures to reduce plastic littering at 
the major annual event the week of Almedalen were taken. The project had several spin off effects that 
resulted in activities after the project ended.  

Accomplish
ed 

 

 

On-going 

No 
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The campaign “Schysst fiske” is recently launched therefore it is difficult to know the effect of the measure. 

Extra information: “Schysst fiske” (Sustainable/Appropriate/Nice fishing) https://hsr.se/kampanj/var-radd-
om-din-utrustning (Only in Swedish) 

NE3 Encourage participation in International, EU and National Marine Litter Cleanup Campaigns. 

 Denmark https://mst.dk/affald-jord/affald/saerligt-for-borgere-om-affald/strandoprydningspuljen/  
https://mst.dk/natur-vand/vandmiljoe/havet/havmiljoe/sammen-om-et-hav-uden-affald/  

Accomplish
ed 

 

 Germany German 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

BALDE-M422-UZ5-07 - Removing existing marine litter 
In addition to the indispensable preventive measures to prevent further marine litter from entering the 
marine environment, clean-up campaigns in rivers and marine compartments, e.g. beaches, coastlines, the 
water column and water surface, are to be undertaken where ecologically appropriate, with a view to 
removing litter from the marine environment. In this context, environmentally friendly methods and 
instructions will be developed for future clean-ups in areas that are particularly difficult to clean. In addition, 
areas that are particularly affected by litter will be identified and regular clean-ups will be ensured. 
Moreover, where possible and meaningful in quantitative terms, the litter found should be assessed in terms 
of its quantities and composition, in keeping with established monitoring protocols (e.g. OSPAR marine 
beach litter survey guideline and ICES IBTS survey manual). It would be desirable to expand and intensify the 
existing European and international marine litter action days. 
Modes of action: 
- Voluntary campaigns and agreements (e.g. beach cleaning by volunteers and environmental groups) 
- Germany-wide participation in international action days (e.g. International Coastal Cleanup Day, Let's Clean 
Up Europe) 

  

 Poland Polish PoM for Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
Beach clean-up campaigns (BALPL-M049) 
KTM29_6 Additional beach clean-up. Planned but not yet agreed measure. Additional (2 times a year - 
before the season and after the season) beach cleaning by volunteers as part of the "cleaning the world" 
action. The planned benefits from the implementation of the measure consist in reducing the amount of 
solid waste along the shoreline. The activity is also educational in nature by raising the ecological awareness 
of residents and tourists regarding the problem of beach pollution with waste, thus preventing the increase 
of the amount of this waste on beaches and in the Baltic Sea. Tangible benefits include collecting several 
hundred kilos of waste on the beaches covered by the action.  

No obstacles in implementation. 

Accomplish
ed 

 

 Sweden This action is included in the existing Swedish PoM measure ÅPH 21: To support initiatives that promote, 
organise and conduct beach cleaning in particularly affected areas.   

Accomplish
ed 

No 

https://mst.dk/natur-vand/vandmiljoe/havet/havmiljoe/sammen-om-et-hav-uden-affald/
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Impact: It is accomplished in the sense that the measure is adopted through the existing PoM and several 
projects have been funded. SE support organisations such as Clean Coast and Keep Sweden Tidy (HSR) to 
spread information and to undertake beach cleaning actions. The Swedish government has provided 17 
million SEK for beach cleaning actions in 2018-2020. However the need to carry out these kind of measures 
and secure funding continues. 

NE4 Promote the “Adopt a beach” system. 

 Denmark https://mst.dk/affald-jord/affald/saerligt-for-borgere-om-affald/strandoprydningspuljen/ Accomplish
ed 

 

 Sweden This action is supported by the existing SE PoM measure ÅPH 21. One of the funded projects Clean 
Coast/West Coast Foundation has developed a map application to tell the public where the beach cleaning 
monitoring sites are situated and asked the public not to clean these areas. The idea with the map is that 
volunteers conducting beach cleaning can report their activities on an online map. You can also report if you 
have taken care of the beach litter or if it needs to be collected by the municipalities. It is also possible to 
report beaches that need to be cleaned. You can also find on which islands you can pick up garbage bags and 
sacks in special bag containers. The project have a contractor who helps to collect litter in the archipelago.  

The service is closed during winter time. The map was first developed at the Swedish West coast but it is 
now used in several Swedish municipalities. 

Impact: It is accomplished in the sense that the measure is adopted through the existing PoM. 

Extra information: Contact person: Florina Lachmann at the West Coast Foundation 
florina.lachmann@vastkuststiftelsen.se 

Webpage in Swedish 
http://vastkust.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=deb66b5994fc43c7bf560cd5b632106d 

Accomplish
ed 

 

NE5 Raising public awareness, including for children and youths and consumer campaigns, on the occurrence, and prevention of marine litter (e.g. to use ashtrays in public 
areas inland and along the coast), including micro particles, taking into account existing materials (e.g. Marlisco Project) and accompanied by image campaigns addressing 
threats/impact to marine life from various harmful litter items, such as cigarette filters.  

 Denmark https://mst.dk/natur-vand/vandmiljoe/havet/havmiljoe/sammen-om-et-hav-uden-affald/ 
http://havmiljøvogter.dk/ 

Accomplish
ed 

 

 Estonia Estonian 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

Awareness raising measures regarding marine litter and use of plastic bags (BALEE-MO14) 

Environmental awareness raising regarding marine litter and preventing plastic packages entering the sea. 
2016-2020. Activities: 1. Organizing information campaigns (advertisements, posters) related to marine 
waste; 2. Organizing environmental educational events related to marine waste. 3. Preparation of training 

On-going  

mailto:florina.lachmann@vastkuststiftelsen.se
http://vastkust.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=deb66b5994fc43c7bf560cd5b632106d
https://mst.dk/natur-vand/vandmiljoe/havet/havmiljoe/sammen-om-et-hav-uden-affald/
https://mst.dk/natur-vand/vandmiljoe/havet/havmiljoe/sammen-om-et-hav-uden-affald/
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programs for sea-dumping and preparation of training materials, including their inclusion in waste 
management training programs; 4. Promoting cooperation between the various stakeholders involved. 5. 
Actions to reduce the consumption of thin plastic bags, which will become apparent in 2016, when Estonia 
will transpose Directive (EU) No 2015/720 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of 
plastic bags. Funding opportunities: Planning KIK, RE 

 Finland Finnish 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 

Communication and information measures (BALFI-M029-INFO) INFO1-Communication related to the 
objectives and measures for marine resources management. 2016-2021: ymparisto.fi/en-US/Sea webpages 
will be developed into a central communication channel for Baltic Sea protection and management, 
including information on monitoring and indicator results. Marine literacy will be promoted starting from 
elementary school. Measure includes the following topics: Communication on 1) consumption and marine 
management, 2) Measures on business, production and trade and 3) Measures on housing and mobility. 

No 
comments  

No comments  

 Latvia Public information and awareness rising measures with regard to marine litter problem.  Implementation 
deadline: 2020, yearly. 

On-going  

 Lithuania Lithuanian 1. PoM for MSFD (NEW measures) 
Information campaigns (BALLT-M033-T8PR3) 
Arrange information campaigns (including international) on marine litter and its threats.  

On-going  

 Poland Educational campaigns for reducing packaging waste (BALPL-M052) 

KTM29_9 Reducing the amount of packaging – action in the light of the Directive on packaging and packaging waste. 
Planned but not yet agreed measure. Educational campaign among the inhabitants of seaside towns and tourists in order 
to avoid the use of disposable packaging. The planned benefits from the implementation of the measure are related to 
the reduction of pollution of Baltic waters with packaging waste by reducing the number of disposable packaging used.  

  

 Sweden This action is included in the existing Swedish PoM measure ÅPH 20: SwAM will, in collaboration with the 
Swedish EPA, produce a targeted national information campaign to the public and consumers about 
common litter objects in the marine environment, its negative impact on the environment and the 
connection to consumer behaviour. 
Impact: It is accomplished in the sense that the measure is adopted through the existing PoM. 

Accomplish
ed 

No 

NE6 Enhance cooperation and coordination with global marine initiatives such as:  The UNEP’s Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
from Land-based Activities (GPAMarine); 

− Regional Seas Action Plans; 
− The Global Partnership on Waste Management (GPWM);  

and The Honolulu Commitment and the Honolulu Strategy on marine debris.  
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 Sweden At the international level, SE is for example engaged in the European Plastic Pact and the Basel convention Plastic Waste 
Partnership. These are two international initiatives that involve governments, industry stakeholders and organizations 
with the overall aim to strive for a sustainable plastic use, increase reuse and recycling, and improve plastic waste 
management.  

- In the European Plastic Pact, Sweden provide with funding, and sit in the steering group. Also, the Swedish EPA are 
participating in the working group for collection, sorting and recycling and the working group for responsible use of 
plastics.  

-In the Basel Partnership for plastic waste, Sweden contribute to development and implementation of work plans for all 
working groups. 

On-going  
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